
 

 

Greater Manchester Combined Authority 

Date:  22 March 2024 

Subject: Greater Manchester Land Commission - Update 

Report of: Councillor Ged Cooney, Portfolio Lead for Housing  

 

Purpose of Report 

This report seeks Greater Manchester Combined Authority  “GMCA”) to note the contents 

of this paper regarding the commencement of the Greater Manchester Land Commission 

(“GMLC”) and the next steps, following the first meeting held the 2nd of February 2024. The 

meeting was chaired by the GM Mayor and included attendees from across local and central 

government bodies, with the aim on unlocking value from public sector land & assets. 

 

Recommendations 

The GMCA is requested to: 

Note the contents of this report. 

Contact Officers 

Damian Cross: damian.cross@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk 

 



Equalities Impact, Carbon and Sustainability Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Risk Management 

n/a 

Legal Considerations 

n/a 

Financial Consequences – Revenue 

No financial requirements at this stage 

Financial Consequences – Capital 

None expected.  

Number of attachments to the report 

None. 

Comments/recommendations from Overview & Scrutiny Committee  

None.  

Background Papers 

Greater Manchester Land Commission, GMCA Report, May 2022 



Tracking/ Process 

 

Exemption from call in.  

 

GM Transport Committee 

N/A 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

N/A 



Introduction/Background 

1.0 Background: 

1.1 A report to approve the establishment and commencement of the GMLC 

(Greater Manchester Land Commission) setting out the purpose, intention 

and partner members, was brought forward and approved in May 2022. 

Following the development of the Terms of reference and objectives for the 

GMLC, the first meeting took place on the 2nd of February 2024, Chaired by 

the Mayor of GM Andy Burnham. 

1.2 There is a reasonable proportion of developable land across Greater 

Manchester that is owned by various public sector bodies. With the 

progression of Places for Everyone and development by Local Authorities of 

local delivery plans for specific areas, there is a need to ensure that public 

assets are utilised, where possible, to support these visions. While the One 

Public Estate programme brings together multiple public sector landowners 

this does not cover all public sector bodies and there is an ambition to get 

senior level commitment across the public sector to support the delivery of 

Local Authority visions and objectives. It was therefore proposed to establish 

a GMLC to bring all public sector parties together to commit to working 

collaboratively with the Local Authorities across Greater Manchester. 

 

1.3 By being a mechanism for dialogue the GMLC will align Her Majesty’s 

Government Ministerial Departments (HMG) and specifically the Government 

Property Agency (GPA), One Public Estate, GMCA, public partners and 

private partners such as the Church of England and utility companies. 

 

1.4 The first meeting of the GMLC took place on the 2nd of February 2024. The 

participants engaged positively in the discussion and agreed verbally to the 

Terms of Reference and proposed objectives. The challenge moving forward 

being to convert that buy in from stakeholders into tangible benefits on the 

ground. 

 

2.0 Objective of GMLC 



2.1 The Purpose of the GMLC will be to provide a strategic link between Greater 

Manchester and Her Majesty’s Government Departments / Non-Departmental 

Public Bodies to facilitate better use of the public sector estate to help meet 

national and local policy objectives.  The GMLC will support linking through to 

how we would tackle levelling up in specific locations. 

2.2 The GMLC will promote collaboration between public sector partners to unlock 

additional: 

• Green, sustainability, and community benefits 

• Housing deliver 

• Economic growth 

• Reform of public services across the conurbation 

 

2.3 The GM One Public Estate (OPE) programme is a fundamental part of the GM 

approach to joint-working with Government to develop a place-based 

approach to driving inclusive economic growth and promoting the 

independence of residents across the conurbation. The establishment of the 

GMLC can therefore be complimented by the GM OPE governance framework 

and enhance existing collaboration with public sector partners. 

 

2.4 The approach also sits as part of the coherent plan to bring forward growth 

plans across the conurbation under Growth Locations with the intention that 

the GMLC, OPE and Growth Locations are all aligned to support efficient and 

effective delivery of GMs growth ambitions and maximising the outcomes that 

can be generated through the delivery of Growth. 

 

3.0 Next Steps  

3.1 The inaugural meeting of the GMLC agreed the following next steps: 

• Formally agree the Terms of Reference (after verbal agreement at 

meeting). 

• Develop a ‘GM Public Sector Land View’ – aggregated view of all public 

land and evolution of GM Mapping or other sources. 



• Developing a GM Land Programme, optimising public sector land holdings 

for the greater good – immediate supply to meet immediate demand (e.g. 

Housing). 

• Development of a GMLC strategic framework document that aligns and 

co-ordinates the demand (GM & local plans) the supply (all public sector 

land holdings) the priorities and actions required to achieve this. 

• Engage Treasury around best consideration and disposal values. 

3.2 Annual reports on the development and progress of the GMLC will be brought 

back to the GMCA. 


